Medicaid: providing health care to (some of) America's poor.
Although Medicaid has done much to relieve the health care burdens of the poor and the elderly, it is still widely viewed as falling short of its charge to provide the poor and indigent with access to quality health care. The most frequently discussed problems with the program relate to its structure of eligibility, benefits, and payment policy--which vary from state to state. Reforms are desperately needed if Medicaid is to realize its original goal--to provide care for those who would not have access to it otherwise.